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Introduction 1

INTRODUCTION

Title 9, Subtitle § HealthEnvironmental Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, requires
Carroll County to review and adopt a Wat&r SewerMaster Planevery three years The
MarylandDepartment of the Environmen{MDE)Regulation26.03.01 establishes

procedures for implementing the law. Thi#/ater & SewemMaster Plan has been developed
in accordance with those regulations. Thi@an is adopted by resolution of the Carroll
County Commissioners and does not become effective until approvedVIDE

Carroll County has no central regulating authority that provides water and sewer service.
Instead, it has a number of municipal systems and several Couatyyned community water
and/or sewer systems. ThitWater & Sewer Master Plaencompasses all of Carroll County
includingt h e C o u nincprposate@ towgdand cities. Th€arroll CountylO-Year Solid
Waste Management Plan and triennial updatesand the2014 Master Plan Update,
including the 2009 amendment of the Water Resoge Element (WRB)y referenceare
adopted by the Carroll County Commissioneas separatedocuments and are incorporated
by reference herein.

Carr ol | Wa&ier & $ewver Baster Plars broken into four chapters. The first chapter
(Countywide Planning Contexéddresses the generapopulation and geographic
characteristics of Carroll County. Tik chapter also provides an overview gblanning policies,
regulations and procedures within the county.

The second chapte(Water and Sewe Planning in General}pecifically addresses the
purpose and goals of water and sewer planning @arrollCounty including: water and sewer
related policies, severability, and water and sewer amendment procedures. In addition, the
organization and managerant of the public community water and sewesystemsis

described detailing the responsibilities of the municipalities and variou€ounty
departmentsinvolved in oversight and operation of the systems

The third chapter(Water Supply Facilitiesjlescribes groundwaterand surface water
conditionsand existing and proposed water facilities by service areéor each water facility,
there is a description of thecurrent conditions, an analysisof needs and recommendatiors
for future system improvementsA section on regionalwater facilities addressescurrent and
potential reservoir sites designed to meetvater needs outside of municipalities

The fourth chapten(Sewer Facilitiesplescribes sewagedisposal conditions and restrictions
in the county. It also describeshe existing and proposegublic sewer facilities by service
area. For each sewer facility, there is a description of therrent conditions, an analysis of
needs, and recommendations for futureystem improvements.

Definitions for terns commonly found throughout this document can be found #ppendix
1.
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2 Introduction

ThisWater & Sewer Master Plars administered, implemented, and developed in
accordance with:

The Code of Public Local Laws and OrdinanaasCarroll County

Carroll County Subdivision Regulation€hapter155;

Carroll County Zoning OrdinanceChapter158;

The applicable zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations of tbeo u n eighto s
incorporated towns

Construction Codes® Chapter170; and,

The Carroll County Master Plasmall areacomprehensive plans, and all associated
plan elements.

PN P

oo

The MDE has regulatory authority over the systems described in this plan.

The Water & Sewer Master Plan is amplementing measure of the Carroll County Master
Plan. It takes into account the policies and visions of the county and municipalities when
deciding the areas that will be served with water and sewer. This document does not
guarantee that the County or anynunicipality will provide the facilities needed to achieve
the plan. Moreover, this document does not guarantee that facilities or service will be
provided by the County or any municipality within the general timeframes (i.e., service area
or service are categories) represented in this Plan.

If a property is not within the water and sewer service area, an amendment request can be
submitted to change the category of the property if there is a particular need. Any revisions
to the service areas must be mde by the Planning Commission, Board Gommissioners,
and MDE

The requirements of the Water and Sewer Plan are severable, ahdny of its requirements
are held unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court
shall not affect or impair any of the remaining sections.
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Countywide Planning Context )

CHAPTER ONEountywide Planning Context

Sectionl: GeneralCharacteristics

Carroll County isentrallylocated in Maryland approximately nine miles west and northwest

of Baltimore City. Theounty is 456 square miles in area and is bounded on the north by

the State of Pennsylvania, on the south by Howard County (with the Sdsithnch of the
Patapsco River as the common border), on the east by Baltimore County, and on the west by
Frederick County

Topographically, theeounty has a ridgeline called Pars Ridge,running in a northeast
southwest direction, which divides theounty into two parts. The area southeast of this

ridge drains to the Gunpowder and Patapsco Rivers, while the area to the northwest drains
toward the Monocacy River. Eventually, all of these rivers empty into the Chesapeake Bay.

Eight municipalities are loated in the county, includingthe Towrs of Hampstead
Manchester,Mount Airy, New WindsoSykesville,and Union Bridge and the Cigs of
Taneytownand Westminster (County Seat)About28 percent of thec 0 u n gogufatsn
lives within the incorporated towns on aboutve percent of the land area.

Carroll County i mix of small towns, suburban communitiesand rural land. Itis one of the

most productivefarming areas in Marylandand isamong theleaders in agrcultural land
preservation nationwide See Map 1: Carroll County and Environs Map.
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4 Countywide Planning Contex
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Countywide Planning Context 5

Section ll: Physical Features

Carrol |l Count y @® defined by itswoits | geofogy aaguifersesreams and
reservoirs and the areas that drain into them. In addition, the o u n natyral $eatures
include steep slopes, wetlands, and land cover, including forest land, cropland, and
developed land.

Streams and Reservoirs

Many miles of streams traverse theountylandscape. The utilization of these waterways is

varied, ranging from agricultural uses such as irrigation and livestock watering to

recreational uses such as fishing and boatingCarroll County contains all orgrt of nine 8

digit watersheds whichlie within four different 6-digit watersheds(Middle Potomac River,

Conewago Creek, Gunpowder River, and Patapsco RivEhe 8digit watershed boundaries

are defined by some of the more notable geographic featurestnh e county, i ncl ud
Ridge. Three of these watersheds drain to public drinking water reservdtee Map 2MDE

8-Digit Watershed Boundariek

Gunpowder Falls, Morgan Run, Beaver Run, Snow
Patapsco River, Cawoll Highlands Run, Autumn Run, Piney Run, Gillis Falls, Aspen Run, and

South Branch Patapsco River are all Use Il waters favorable to natural trout propagation

because of their high water quality. Of these, all but Gillis Falls, Aspen Run, and South

Branch Patapsco River, are further classified as Usedl waters, which flow into a public

water supply. The remaining streams in theounty are either Use IV or Use | waters offering
recreational fishing opportunities as well.

Many of the waterways in Carroll County are within the watershed of drinking water
reservoirs. A small section of northeastern Carroll County drains into Prettyboy Reservoir
and Loch Raven Reservoir in Baltimore County. About 130 square miles, or 28 patof

the county, drains into Liberty Reservoir in the southeastogether, the three reservoirs are

a major drinking water source for Baltimore City, Baltimore Counttigrford CountyHoward
County, and parts of Carroll County and Anne Arundel Countgrt Bf the drainage basin in

the South Branch Patapsco River also drains into Piney Run Reservoir in southeastern
Carroll County. This reservoir is designed to serve future populations, and is not currently in
use as a drinking water source.

Due to theimportance placed on protecting the quality of water entering these reservoirs,
much of the land immediately surrounding the lakes are well forested and free from
development. These reservoir sites provide opportunities for recreational activities.
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Countywide Planning Context 7

Stream Buffers and Wetlands

Water quality is of great importance for those areas draining into the reservoirs, but it is also
important throughout the county. Carroll County requiresvariable widthbuffer associated
with streamsthroughthe subdivision process. It also prohibits building in the floodplains,
which often include stream buffer areas.

Carroll County does not have any tidal wetlands due to its inland locatibat it does have

numerous nontidal wetland areas associated with streams and floodplains. As a result,

wetl ands play a significant role for the coun
of water to the streams, both during drought and flood peds; and serving as natural

filtration systems of nutrients

County Soils

Muchofthemunt yds outstanding agricultur al product
its soils. The northwestern part of theounty, is one of the most productive areagnd is

suitable for most general types of farminglhere are areas throughout the county that have

soil that makes it difficult to farm due to the inability to hold moisture. This makes recharge

and drainage also difficultResidential development on these sts can be problematic as

well, particularly in terms of foundation excavation and sighting of septic fields, but they are

otherwise suitable for building upon(See Map3: SoilsMap of Carroll County, MD
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Map 3
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